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Mx. PEEL prefaced his Speech, by 
ſaying, That a regard for conſiſtency made 
him anxious to treſpaſs a few minutes on 
the patience of the Houle, 


| Mr. Speaker, 
Sn, 
In the year 1785, during the diſcuſſion 
of the Iriſh arrangements, as they were 
called, I was a petitioner at your bar againſt 
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thoſe arrangements with Ireland; and I am 
warranted in ſaying, that I carried with me 
the ſentiments of a great proportion of the 
trading intereſts of England. The object of 
thoſe propoſitions was to open a freer inter- 
courſe betwixt two independent kingdoms; 


the one poſſeſſing great foreign dominions, 


and an univerſal commerce; the other poſ- 


ſeſſing no foreign dominions, and very little 
trade; and, conſequently, enjoying ſeparate 
intereſts, as they always muſt, while they 


have ſeparate legiſlatures ; becauſe they may 


become ſeparate, in fact, It was apparent, 
then, that thoſe arrangements, however well 
intended, would have been prejudicial to 
the manufactures of Great Britain. The 
ſupport I have given the preſent meaſure, 


does not ariſe from a change of ſentiments, 


but of circumſtances. This plan embraces 


great advantages „ both political and com- 


mercial, which, by uniting two countries 


into 
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into one country, are calculated to add 
ſtrength and ſecurity to the Empire ; and 
is fo eſſentially neceſſary at this time, when 
a daring attempt has been made, both by 
intrigue, and force, to ſeparate the countries, 
that inferior conſiderations ought not to 
weigh againſt a plan, which bids fair to 
fruſtrate ſuch attempts, and to conſoli- 
date both the intereſt, and affections of the 
ſiſter kingdoms. By an union we ſhall be- 
come one people ; and though the bene- 
fits, in a commercial point of view, will be 
chiefly enjoyed by Ireland ; yet, if an 
opinion may be formed of the ſentiments 
of the trading body of this nation, from 
their patriotic and reſpectful filence, a diſ- 
poſition is manifeſted to reach out a friend- 
ly arm to their diſtrefſed brethren, to raiſe 
them from their preſent unhappy ftate to a 
condition of eaſe and comfort, fimilar to 
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our own. This conduct does the Britiſh 


merchants and manufacturers ſo much ho- 
nour, that I feel particular pleaſure in 
claſſing myſelf amongſt that highly valu- 


able and reſpectable body of men. 


 Troven a friend to the principle of the 


meaſure, I think it my duty to draw the 
attention of the houſe to the ſixth * reſolu- 


tion. It muſt be the intention of every one 
to place both countries on an equal footing ; 


and though nothing can be apprehended 
unfavourable to this country, during the 
preſent low circumſtances of Ireland, it 
may have an operation, at a future time, 
highly prejudicial to our domeſtic induſtry. 


Each country is to provide for its own 


public debt; and that of Great Britain be- 


ing infinitely larger than the debt of Ire- 


See the Reſolutions at the end, 
land, 
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land, heavy taxes are neceſſarily impoſed 
on almoſt every article of conſumption, 
which has ſo ſtrong a tendency to enhance 


the price of labour, that goods manufac- 
tured under ſuch a preſſure, cannot be 
rendered on equally low terms with the 
produce of labour in places where ſimilar 
burdens do not exiſt. Unleſs this objec- 
tion be removed, the meaſure cannot be 
expected to have the concurrence of Great 
Britain. I feel it the more neceſſary to 
urge this point, having perceived a want of 
that liberality in the Iriſh government, 
which characterizes our own. The com- 


mercial intercourſe now ſubſiſting betwixt 
the two countries, has loſt every feature 
of reciprocity; Britiſh manufactures being 
heavily taxed on their admiſſion into Ire- 
land, whilſt the goods of that kingdom 
meet with every encouragement here. 
Whatever may be the conduct of Ireland 
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reſpecting the propoſitions of an union, I 
truſt the firmneſs of adminiſtration will be 
ſuch, as to refuſe all conceſſion to menace 


and intrigue ; and that the aid which may 


be deemed neceſlary to extend in future to 
that nation, will be received as the genuine 
offspring of affection: I always will oppoſe 
the giving much for nothing, when demand- 
ed as a matter of right, 


_ Havine ſaid thus much as a commer- 
cial man, I beg the further indulgence of 
the houſe as a member of parliament; 


though it may be deemed preſumption in 


me to ſpeak on a ſubject which has en- 
gaged the firſt abilities in this houſe, and 
after a diſplay of talents on both fides, 
which never were exceeded. I ſee, with ſa- 
tisfaction, diſtinguiſhed members of oppo- 
fition in their places; becauſe I think that 
their attendance on great conſtitutional 


queſtions, 
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5 
queſtions, induces diſcuſſions highly uſeful 
and gratifying to the nation. I cannot, 


however, compliment them on the grounds 
they have taken in the preſent debate. 
The intereſts of Great Britain are ſo deeply 
involved in this queſtion, that I did expect 
the nature, and extent, of the ſacrifices to 
be made on our part would have been 
ſtrongly laid down, and formed ſuch a con- 
traſt to the imperial advantages ſo forcibly 
ſtated by the friends of adminiſtration, as 
to have enabled the houſe to come to a 
matured decifion on the ſubject. Not 
having been ſo affiſted, my firſt impreſſions 
are unaltered; and therefore I ſhall give 
the meaſure my continued ſupport. The 
independence of the Iriſh legiflature hav- 
ing been unequivocally acknowledged by 
miniſters, as it had been by Parliament, and 
| ſtrenuouſly inſiſted on by the other ſide of 
the houſe, I am the more ſurprifed to find, 
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(40 } 
that the meaſure of union has been debated 


by the latter on Iriſh intereſt only, as if 
the queſtion were finally to be diſpoſed of 


here, without being argued elſewhere. 


THERE are ſcarcely two opinions in this 
houſe, reſpecting the utility of an union at 
a proper time, and on fair and equitable 
terms ; though ſeveral gentlemen have ex- 
preſſed their marked diſapprobation of the 
meaſure at this period. Conſidering the 
ſtate of Ireland, with a weak government, 
a diſunited people, and with the ſtandard of 


rebellion erected in many parts of it, this 
plan is calculated to remove ſuch alarming 


diſorders; and the ſooner the remedy is 
applied the better. 


Tux manner of bringing forward the re- 


ſolutions is deemed objectionable. Several 


gentlemen are of opinion, that they ought 
| firſt 
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firſt to have been ſubmitted to the Iriſh par- 
liament, before they had experienced a diſ- 
cuſſion here. If the union involved in it 
facrifices to be made excluſively on the part 
of Ireland, the complaint would have been 
juſt : the contrary, however, being the caſe, 
and the conceſſions confined to Great Bri- 
tain, ſuch a proceeding would have been 
highly diſreſpe&ful and injurious to this 
country. 


Tune feelings of pride and national con- 
ſequence have been awakened in Ireland; 
they cannot reconcile themſelves to the loſs 
of their ſeparate ſtate, and diſtinct legiſlature: 
theſe are valuable privileges, boaſted to have 
been acquired by their own exertion and 
patriotiſm, aided by the liberality of the Bri- 
tiſh parliament. But let me aſk, Has not 
Great Britain likewiſe valuable privileges, 
purchaſed with the blood of our anceſtors ? 
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* 
A diſtin kingdom, and an independent 


legiſlature? A people united, and removed 


from every danger, either foreign or do- 
meſtic ? In forming, therefore, an impe- 
rial legiſlature, Ireland loſes no rights which 


are not likewiſe ſurrendered by Great Bri- 
tain: the diſtinct kingdoms will be mixed 
into one compact body, and thereby derive 
additional ſtrength and ſecurity; Ireland will 
gain by the propoſed Union, an imperial le- 
giſlature, inſtead of a local legiſlature. 


THe ſmall proportion of Iriſh members 
forming a part of the imperial parliament 
is conſidered by many as a ſurrender of 
their independence, That an opinion fo 
unfounded ſhould be entertained by a 
ſtranger to the character and conſtitution 
of the Britiſh parliament does not excite | 
much aſtoniſhment ; but that it ſhould 
meet with the ſmalleſt countenance from 

4 thoſe 


" 03 73 

thoſe who have uniformly declared, that a 
change in the Iriſh repreſentation muſt be 
for the better, is, I own, a little extra- 
ordinary. Every member of this houſe is 
a repreſentative of Great Britain, and does 
not conſider his duties confined to the place 
for which he was choſen. Yorkſhire and 
Lancaſhire are the moſt extenſive and flou- 
riſhing counties in England, though indivi- 
dually they are very inadequately repreſent- 
ed. When, therefore, the two countries are 
incorporated, it will be both the duty, and 
inclination of every member compoſing the 
imperial parliament, to promote the intereſt 
of Ireland equally with that of every other 
part of the united kingdom. Inſtead, 
therefore, of Ireland loſing two-thirds of 
her members, ſhe will increaſe the nun- 
ber from three hundred to ſix hundred and 
fifty- eight; and I ſhall not be contradicted 
in ſaying, if an union ſhould take place, it 
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( 14 ) 
will be one of their firſt duties to adminiſter 
relief, and ameliorate the condition of the 
people of Ireland, to communicate to them 
Britiſh comforts, and make them as flouriſh- 
ing and happy, as the people of Great Bri- 


tain are, from enjoying the benefits of a more 
liberal ſyſtem. 


Tux remarks of the honourable member 
who ſpoke firſt (Mr. Hobhouſe) reſpecting 
an increaſe of Abſentees, merits particular 
notice. I am ready to admit, to the fulleſt 
extent, the injury which has already re- 
ſulted to the ſiſter kingdom from this cir- 
cumſtance. In a country, however, go- 


verned by equal laws and a free conſtitution, 


I fee no practicable means of compelling a 
reſidence, or removing the exiſting evil, 
under the preſent, order of things. The 
propoſed union will have an effe& the very 
reverſe of that on which the honourable 

| Gentlman 


( 15 ) 
Gentleman founds his oppoſition. Scotland, 
and the parts of England moſt remote from 


London, ſuſtain no injury on account of 


people of rank and property ſpending a 


great proportion of. their time and income 


in the Capital. Manufactures, and other 
_ conſiderable objects of labour, generally 


flouriſh moſt at a diſtance from the ſeat of 


luxury, and the gay purſuits of genteel life. 


The want of acceſs to the money circulat- 
ing in England keeps Ireland comparatively 
poor and uninduſtrious. When the Britiſh 
markets are, therefore, laid open, property 


ſent from that kingdom will be returned 


through the medium of induſtry, by which 
an equilibrium will be reſtored. 


Tux mind, unaccuſtomed to embrace 
objects of immenſe magnitude, will be 
aſſiſted by a commercial intercourte. Sup- 
poſe two houſes in buſineſs, one of which is of 
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the firſt reſpectability, with an immenſe 
capital, and extenſive dealings in every part 
of the globe ; the other in a comparatively 
low ſituation, with but little property, li- 
mited credit, and confined connections, and a 


propoſal is made by the former, to take the 
latter into partnerſhip on equal terms; ſuch 


an offer never having been refuſed, we may 


eaſily ſuppoſe is eagerly accepted: in this 
caſe, each party will loſe his diſtinct firm, 
and the two houſes become one. It is un- 
neceſſary to aſk here, on which fide the 
advantage lies, though both may be bene- 


fited. 


Tux clamours raiſed againſt the Union 
by intereſted men in Ireland, may for a 
time miſlead the judgment of many people; 
the deluſion however cannot be of long 
continuance; and a propoſition, the moſt 


liberal on the part of Great Britain, and on 
the 
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the acceptance of which the ſalvation of 
Ireland depends, muſt be received with 
ſentiments of ſatisfaction, and gratitude, in 
the end, when reaſon ſhall take the place of 
paſſion ; when policy ſhall prevail over pre- 
judice ; and wiſdom ſhalt govern, wane 
enthuſiaſm miſleads. | 


| 
| 


Tux RESOLUTIONS, 


As they were finally amended and fent by the Commons 
to the Lords. 


I. THAT in order to promote and ſecure the eſſen- 
tial "Intereſts of Great Britain and Ireland, and to con- 
ſolidate the Strength, Power, and Reſources of the Britiſh 
Empire, It will be adviſeable to concur in ſuch Meaſures as 


may beſt tend to unite the T'wo Kingdoms of Great Britain 
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and Ireland into One Kingdom, in ſuch Manner, and on 


ſuch Terms and Conditions, as may be eſtabliſhed by AQs 
of the reſpective Parliaments of His Majeſty's ſaid King- 
doms. | 


IT. That it would be fit to propoſe, as the Firſt Article, 
to ſerve as a Baſis of the ſaid Union, That the ſaid Kingdoms 


of Great Britain and Ireland ſhall, upon a Day to be agreed 


upon, be united into One Kingdom, by the Name of 
«©. The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.” 


III. That for the ſame Purpoſe it would be fit to pro- 
poſe, That the Succeſſion to the Monarchy and the Imperial 
Crown of the ſaid United Kingdom ſhall continue limited 
and ſettled in the ſame Manner as the Imperial Crown of the 
ſaid Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland now ſtands li- 
mited and ſettled, according to the exiſting Laws, and to 
the Terms of the Union between England and Scotland. 


IV. That for the ſame Purpoſe it would be fit to pro- 
poſe, That the ſaid United Kingdom be repreſented in One 
and the ſame Parliament, to be ſtiled “ The Parliament of 


the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland;” and 


that ſuch a Number of Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
ſuch a Number of Members in the Houſe of Commons, as 
2 | ſhall 


5 

ſhall be hereafter agreed upon by Acts of the reſpeQive Par- 
liaments as aforeſaid, ſhall fit and vote in the ſaid Parliament 
on the Part of Ireland, and ſhall be ſummoned, choſen, and 
returned in ſuch Manner as ſhall be fixed by an Act of Par- 
liament of Ireland previous to the ſaid Union ; and that every 
Member hereafter to fit and vote in the ſaid Parliament of 
the United Kingdom, ſhall, until the ſaid Parliament ſhall 
otherwiſe provide, take and ſubſcribe the ſame Oaths, and 
make the ſame Declarations, as are by Law required to be 
taken, ſubſcribed, and made by the Members of the Parlia- 
ments of Great Britain and Ireland, 


V. That for the ſame Purpoſe it would be fit to pro- 
poſe, That the Churches of that Part of Great Britain, 
called England, and of that Part of Great Britain, called 
Scotland, and of Ireland, and the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſ- 
cipline, and Government thereof, ſhall be preſerved as now 
by Law eſtabliſhed, | 


VI. That for the ſame Purpoſe it would be fit to pro- 
poſe, That His Majeſty's Subjects in Ireland ſhall at all 
Times hereafter be entitled to the ſame Privileges, and be 
on the ſame Footing, in reſpe& of Trade and Navigation, 
in all Ports and Places belonging to Great Britain, and in 

O2 all 
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all Caſes with reſpe& to which Treaties ſhall be made by 
His Majeſty, His Heirs or Succeſfors, with any Foreign 
Power, as His Majeſty's Subjects in Great Britain :=That 
no Duty ſhall be impoſed on the Import or Export between 
Great Britain and Ireland of any Articles now Duty free ; 
and that on other Articles there ſhall be eſtabliſhed, for a 
Time to þe limited, ſuch a moderate Rate of equal Duties as 
ſhall, previous to the Union, be agreed upon and approved 
by the reſpective Parliaments ; ſubject, after the Expiration 
of ſuch limited Time, to be diminiſhed equally with reſpect 
to both Kingdoms, but in no Caſe to be encreaſed :=That all 
Articles which may at any Time hereafter be imported into 
Great Britain from Foreign Parts, ſhall be importable 
through either Kingdom into the other, ſubject to the like 
Duties and Regulations as if the ſame were imported directly 
from Foreign Parts :—That where any Articles, the Growth, 
Produce, or Manufacture of either Kingdom, are ſubje& to 
any internal Duty in one Kingdom, ſuch countervailing 
Duties (over and above any Duties on Import to be fixed as 
aforeſaid) ſhall be impoſed as ſhall be neceſſary to prevent 
any Inequality in that Reſpect:— And that all other Matters 
of Trade and Commerce, other than the foregoing, and 
than ſuch others as may, before the Union, be ſpecially 
agreed upon for the due Encouragement of the Agriculture 


and Manufactures of the reſpective Kingdoms, ſhall remain 
| to 
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to be regulated from Time to Time by the United Parlis- 
ment, 


VII. That for the ſame Purpoſe it would be fit to pro- 
pole, That the Charge ariſing from the Payment of the In- 
tereſt or Sinking Fund for the Reduction of the Principal, 
of the Debt incurred in either Kingdom before the Union, - 
ſhall continue to be ſeparately defrayed by Great Britain 
and Ireland reſpectively :—That, for a Number of Years to 
be limited, the future Expences of the United King- 
dom, in Peace or War, ſhall be defrayed by Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland jointly, according to ſuch Propertions as 
ſhall be eftabliſhed by the reſpective Parliaments previous 
to the Union; and that, after the Expiration of the Time 
to be ſo limited, the Mode of jointly defraying ſuch Ex- 
pences ſhall be regulated, according to ſach Rules and Prin- 
ciples as ſhall be in like Manner agreed upon previous to 
the Union, for the Purpoſe of eſtabliſhing, gradually, an uni- 


form Syſtem of Taxation through every Part of the King- 
dom. 


VIII. That for the ſame Purpoſe it would be fit to 
propoſe, That all Laws in force at the Time of the Union, 
and all the Courts of Civil or Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction 
within the reſpective Kingdoms, ſhall remain as now by 


Law 
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Law eſtabliſhed within the ſame ; ſubje& only to ſuch Al. 
terations or Regulations from Time to Time as Circum- 
ſtances may appear, to the Parliament of the United King- 
dom, to require. _— 
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UNION wir H IRELAND. 


This Day is Publiſhed, in One large Volume, 4to. price 1 l. TO 5. 
or on Royal Paper, II. 15s. 


HISTORY of the UNION between ENGLAND 
and SCOTLAND, with 


A Collection of ORIGINAL PAPERS relating thereto, by 


DANIEL DE FoE. —An INTRODUCTION upon the Con- 


ſequences and Probability of a like Union with IRELAND, 


by J. L. DE Lotrmse.—A copious INDEX, by the Rev. 
SAMUEL AySCOUGH ;—and, a LIFE of Dx For, 
By GEORGE CHALMERS, F. R. S. S. A. 

* * The preſent Situation of Affairs in Ireland, having in- 
duced all Well-wiſhers to both Kingdoms to hope that a Union, 
ſimilar to that with Scotland, might, as it certainly will, ſoon 
take place; thoſe Gentlemen who wiſh to be informed of the 
Manner of ſuch a Proceeding, will find, in the above Work, 
Precedents and Information of the utmoſt Importance to the 
Commercial and Political World. 

Printed for JoHN SrockDALE, Piccadilly; 
Of whom may be had, on the ſame Subject, 

De Lolme*s Britiſh Empire in Europe, 4to. 5 s. 

Hiſtorical Tracts, by Sir John Davies, with a Life, by Geo. 
Chalmers, Eſq; 8vo. 5 5. 

Utility of an Union between Great Britain and alen I 5. 

Thoughts on an Union, by Joſhua Spencer, Eſq; 1 s. 

Report of the Secret Committee of the Commons of Ire- 


land, with a large Map of Ireland, 35. Od. 


Report of the Secret Committee of the Lords, with a Plan 
of Dublin, 15. 64. 


Speech of the Lord Chancellor of Ireland.” By Authority. 
I 5, 6d. 


Trial of the Sheares' S for - High Treaſon, by William 
Ridgeway, Eſq; 8vo. 3s. 

Arguments for and againſt an Union conſidered, 64. 

Anſwer to Ditto, by Pemberton Rudd, Eſq; 6 4. 


State of Ireland, ſhewing the Neceſſity of an "A By. 
James Gerahty, Eſq; I 5. 64, 


Conſequences of an Union. By the ſame.. x s. 6 4. 


Eftimate of the Strength of Great Britain, By George 
Chalmers, Eſq; 7 s. 6 4. 


Speeches of Mr. Pitt, Foſter, &c. 15s. 64. 
Speech of Rodert Peel, Eſq; 6 d. 
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' Steckdale's ſplendid Edition of 
La Perou ſe 8 Voyage, and De Lefleps' Tr avels, 


WITH UPWAKDS OF FIFTY HIGHLY FINISHED PLATES} 
This Day is Publiſhed, __;. 1 
In Two large Volumes, Octavo, on fine Wove Paper, 


Comprehending the Preliminary and Supplementary 'Papers, 
Nautica] Tables, &c. with upwards of Fifty highly-finiſhed Plates, 
being a// new and intereſting, including a large whole Sheet Chart 
of the World, with the Track of the Voyage and Route of Dr 
LesSEPs, fine Portrait of La PeroOvsE, and Frontiſpieee, by 


Sothard and Hillcavay, | 
cantly Calf Gilt, 11. 15s. with 


Price only 11. 118. 64. in Boards, or eleg 
ſilver Paper betwixt each Plate; | 


THE | | 


Foyage of La Perouje round the World, 


In the Years 1785, 1786, 1787, and 1788; arranged by 


M. L. A. Miter MuREAU. 


To which are annexed, TRAVELSs over the CoNTINENT, with 
the Diſpatches of La PERovsE, in the Years. 1787 and 
1788; by M. De LESSEPS. Tranſlated from the French. 


London: Printed for JohN STOCKDALE, Piccadilly. 


N. B. A conſiderable Deduction will be made to Merchants, &c. buying for 
1 Eu portation or Sale. 


| This Day are Publiſhed, 5 
In One Volume, Quarto, with SIXTEEN highly finiſhed Pte, 


Price 11. 10s. in Boards, 


TRAVELS through the States of NORTH AMERICA, and the 
Provinces of UPPER and LOWER CAN A Da, in the Years 1795, 
1796, and 1797. By ISAAC WELD, Eſq; Junior. 

Printed for JOHN STOCKDALE, Piccadilly. 
——— 
VALUABLE PRESENT FOR YOUTH. 


To Genilemen, Boakſellers, Staticners, 2 Dealers, Merchants, Cap- 
| tains of Ships, &c e 


Mr. STOCEDALE begs leave to inform the Public, that he has pur- 
chaſed of the Aſſignees of EGLIN and PEPYS, Bankrupts, the few re: 
maining Copies of Dr. ANDERSON's Complete Edition of the POET» 
of GREAT BRITAIN, with new Lives of the fame, and Vignettes, in 
Thirteen large Vols. Royal Octavo, containing conſiderably more than 
double Dr. Johnſon's Edition; and propoſes to fell them, for a limited 
Time, at the reduced Price of Six Guineas, inftead of Eight Guineas, the 
original Price; or elegantly Calf Gilt for Eight Guineas. 

For the high Character of this Work, reference may be made to tht 
Britiſh Critic and Monthly Reviews. ; 

N. B. A deduftion of 20 per Cent. will be made to thoſe buying for Salt 
er Preſents, to whom, on Payment being ordered in London, the Books ſha, 
bs ſent a: defired. The Diſcount reduces the Price to C. 5. 5 

A Litt of the POETS, with thoſe not in Johnſon's Edition marked 
may be had gratis. 1 | 
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